
William Alexander (1850 -1913)

William immigrated to New Zealand in about 1874.  As the eldest son he would have 
been expected to take over the tenancy of the croft at Wartle, so we have no clue as to 
why he made this decision. On the boat to Dunedin he met Isabella Stewart, and the 
upshot of this meeting resulted in their marriage some years later. At age 31, William 
wed Isabella in the Knox Church Dunedin on the 27th May 1881.  Since he was 
farming in Woodlands, near Invercargill and she was employed in Dunedin, we are left 
to wonder as to how and why this romance developed, given the primitive state of road 
and rail transportation between the two places at that time. (Love conquers all). 
  Margaret Trotter, a Woodlands resident, has compiled a booklet “Early Woodlands and 
Today” which gives us an insight into the lives and conditions of those we now refer to 
as the early settlers.
The New Zealand Society of Genealogists, in their return of the Freeholders of New 
Zealand in 1882, list William Alexander of Woodlands in Southland  as owning 102 
acres worth £710  It is family legend that William also started in business as a store 
keeper supplying farm and house hold goods in Winton
William and Isabella had two children. I am indebted to Lynette Wright who in Feb 
2004 visited the library in Invercargill and there found the Woodlands School 
Registers.
Bella Alexander
Entry No. 409 date of admission 27 Oct 1890   born 22nd Oct 1985   Parent is William 
Alexander of Woodlands Removed from register 27 Oct 1890 without having attended 
one quarter. (I have no reason for this interruption of her school attendance, however 
she re-entered as No. 434 on the 19th Aug 1891)
She passed four standards and her last day of attendance was 27 July 1897. Bella was 
one of two reaching standard 5 and only one other reached standard 6
William Alexander.
Entry No 323 Date of admission 15 Oct 1888 date of birth 23rd April1882. Parent 
William Alexander of Woodlands
 He passed 5 Standards and left school on 20th Aug 1895.
Presumably on leaving school at just over13 he went to assist his father on the farm.
 He was one of only four children who reached and passed Standard 5.
Woodlands School
The New Zealand and Australian Land Company owned much of the land around 
Woodlands, and they donated the land for the school. The original building was rather 
small and was soon unable to accommodate the growing numbers of scholars, so in 
1879 a new one was opened.  Prior to !877 parents contributed 7/6 a quarter towards 
their child’s education, but the Education Act of that year introduced free compulsory 
schooling.  From 1882 to 1893 the principle teacher was Mr. J von Tunzelman an 
earnest Prussian of great ability; with assistant teachers listed as Miss M Harding and 
Miss M Perrin   In 1897 the school roll was 87 pupils, daily attendance averaged 72

At some point, I have no date; William Alexander gave up farming in the Southland 



and moved with his family to Palmerston North, there to set up in business as a general 
merchant and shopkeeper.
On the occasion of his parents golden wedding in 1899 William and Isabella journeyed 
to Scotland bringing with them a handsome marble cased clock. In the nature of things 
the parents did not have long to enjoy it, but last I heard of it, in the hands of my 
sister’s family, it is still chiming the hours away some 110 years later.
 
William died in Palmerston North in July 1913 and is commemorated by a granite 
headstone in the early settler’s grave yard there and also on the family headstone at 
Rayne kirk-yard in Scotland.
His son William carried on in his father’s trade, running the three shops, perhaps not as 
successful as his father, and he married a local girl Beatrice Breeze in 23rd April 1914. 
They had twin girls, Catherine and Dorothy in 1918, and I think that it tells us 
something of their personality that they became known as the Breeze girls. Both lived 
to a ripe old age and neither married and so this particular Alexander line ended with 
them.
Bella Alexander
Williams’s wife Isabella outlived him and she continued in their house on Pioneer 
Highway There she gained a reputation for welcoming members of her Scottish family 
newly arrived in New Zealand seeing them settled and off to good start. She became a 
much loved figure, the “Grannie Alexander” of both countries .She died in Aug 1946.
Their daughter Bella married a New Zealander, Frederick Middleton in 1911 and they 
carried on the tradition of welcome established by her mother They had one child, Rita 
born in July 1914  Frederick was listed as a driver when they married, but at the time of 
daughter Rita’s wedding that had changed to retired grocer. Sadly Frederick suffered a 
stroke in 1920 which changed him and his wife lamented he was no longer the man she 
married.
In June 1937 Rita married James Daun, a Scotsman related to the Emslie family of 
blacksmiths from the Glens of Foudland, thus forming another if distant link to the 
Alexander family. They proceeded to raise a large brood of three daughters and five 
sons on their dairy farm at Bunnythorpe and when James Daun died in 1979 the eldest 
son Murray took over the farm. Rita stayed on there until he married, when she retired 
back to her mother’s place on Pioneer Highway. Rita was a lovely lady living in a 
house that had somehow stood still and defied time, and it was always a delight to visit 
her there. She died in 1997.  


