
         
 
 
  ELLEN ADLINGTON 1903 - 1980 
 
  General 
 

Ellen was a lovely lady, never well-off in material things but 
rich in every other way.  She made good friends wherever she went 
and was a very kind and good-natured person, who always thought of 
others before herself.  Ellen was an excellent mother and was never 
happy unless she had plenty to do and was working hard.  She was an 
active member of all the churches she attended, making many visits to 
the sick and bereaved.  Having a good contralto voice, she had many 
happy years singing in good choirs. 

 
• Born 11th October 1903 at Shadwell in the East End, within the 

sound of Bow Bells. The family address was 2 Portland Street, 
Commercial Road. 

• Her father was Arthur Adlington 1869 –1947), originally a 
miner in Nottinghamshire and later a much respected Methodist 
minister. His life is recorded in a book of memoirs written after 
his death. 

• Her mother was Fanny Blythe – see Richard Adlington’s book 
on “The Missing Lady”. 

• A life assurance policy was taken out with the Prudential 
Assurance Company in December 1903 on payment of one 
penny per week. The policy was updated in July 1914, when 
the family were at 44 Hartington Street, Barrow-in-Furness, 
where the sum assured was over £10. 

• Ellen was a member of a large and active family, with 3 older 
brothers and a younger sister. They were very close and 
continued to meet throughout their lives on a regular basis. 

• Their early family life was clearly very loving and strong. They 
regularly played together, either on the roof of their east end 
house, or playing Pit at Christmas and other occasions. 

• She was particularly close to her oldest brother John, and her 
sister Winifred. When in London we met up with them 
regularly, and every Boxing Day all the family got together at 
Ernest’s house at Orchard Leigh, Chesham when singing and 
charades, among other things, were always on the agenda. 

• As Methodist ministers moved every few years she spent the 
first 30 years of her life in a variety of places including 
Glasgow, Barrow-in-Furness, the East end St. George’s Chapel, 
Cable street (1914 –20), Mid-Norfolk, Doncaster (1924-27), 
Liskeard, and Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

• She signed the British Women’s Temperance Association’s 
pledge to “abstain from all intoxicating liquor” in September 
1918. A pledge she kept to the end of her life. 



• Her mother Fanny Blythe Utting died in1918 of flu. Her father 
remarried, but his second wife never gained much affection 
within the family. (See Richard’s book on “The Missing 
Lady”). 

• She spent her early 20’s in Liskeard where she made many 
lifelong friends. In particular Fred and Winnie Solomon, who 
ran a furniture store in Liskeard. I believe Fred asked Ellen to 
marry him late in life when both their original spouses had 
died. 

• She was a fine contralto singer and spent many happy years 
singing in good quality choirs. In particular she was a member 
of the Doncaster Brecon (Breakon?) Choir, which came second 
in a big choir festival in Blackpool. The Brecon choir was run 
by William Appleby, who was famous for a radio programme 
called “Singing together” in the years after WW2. 

• It was in the choir at Oxford Place Church in Doncaster that she 
met Doris and Evelyn Burgoine and subsequently their brother 
John. 

• One of her regrets was that after moving to London, the choirs 
she was in never matched the quality of the Brecon choir. 

• She married John at Ashby- de-la-Zouch on September 1933, 
and lived at 21 Whitburn Road Doncaster. 

• Her 2 children David and Alan were born in 1937 and 1941 
respectively. 

• It must have been difficult in the early years since John was in 
Gloucestershire for part of the time, during the war years, and 
after the war it was a particularly difficult time especially when 
John moved to London in 1947 to find work. She was ready to 
move down to London in 1949 but delayed moving for a year 
until David had completed his 11 plus and gained a place at 
Doncaster Grammar School. 

• In order to help the family finances she got a job at the Western 
Hospital in Doncaster. 

• The family moved to 22a Eynham Road, Shepherd’s Bush 
W.12 in March 1950. 

• The flat at Eynham Road was a protected tenancy under the 
Rent Acts, and the annual rent in 1950 was £62:8 shillings, 
which increased to £104 by 1960, and £143 in 1970. 

• She continued working when in London, initially as an 
Auxiliary at Hammersmith Hospital form the mid-1950’s 
(earning £331 in 1962/63). 

• Both parents made considerable sacrifices to enable their two 
sons to go to University at Southampton. 

• From November 1965 (at £5:5s pw) she worked at Derry and 
Toms (on the haberdashery counter) and later Pontings and 
Barkers, the major stores in Kensington High Street. She 
earned £847 in her last full year (1975/76). 



• When she was near death she was worried about all the money 
she was leaving – it was the first time in her life that her 
income was over £1000. 

• She carried on working until early1977, when she was 73 years 
old. 

•  Ellen was an active member of all the churches she attended, 
including singing in the choir and making many visits to the 
sick or bereaved. 

• She made good friends wherever she went, including Canada 
which she visited with John just before he died.  

• She was a very caring and good natured person, who always 
thought of others before herself. She was an excellent mother 
and was never happy unless she had plenty to do and was 
working hard. 

• She moved from 22a Eynham Road to be near her second son, 
Alan, and rented a flat at Havelock House, The Avenue, 
Highams Park in June 1978. 

• She rented the flat for 7 years with an annual rent of £1200, 
compared to the £243pa she was paying in Eynham Road. 

• She was diagnosed with a liver disease early in 1980 and knew 
she had not long to live. In many ways she was at her most 
impressive during this period, holding court in her Highams 
Park flat, and cheering up people who had come to see her. 

• She eventually died there on 12th March 1980 of “primary 
carcinoma of the right breast”. 

• She was cremated at Enfield crematorium. 
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