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The Marriott Family of Auckland

Mark and Sarah Marriott and their descendants

Two generations of entrepreneurs

Undated photograph of Marriott and Co, the Family Grocers, established 
1880,

top of Parnell Rise, probably about 1900
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The Marriotts of New Zealand

Why did Mark Marriott decide to leave family and friends to emigrate to New Zealand? 
He came alone and no other member of his immediate family is known to have followed 
him, or in fact to have emigrated anywhere else.  It is tempting to decide that he came 
because the Methodist Church was anxious to have young men in the colonies to spread 
the Wesleyan gospel, but apart from the fact that he clearly continued to practise as a 
Methodist, and is thought to have been training to be an elder in the church at the time 
of his marriage, there is no indication that he ever had any desire for ordination in the 
church.  Equally he must have come with some money and paid for his passage on the 
Ocean Mail as an intermediate cabin passenger – one step above steerage. He shared a 
cabin with another young man, listed only as L. McLean. He landed in Wellington, late in 
1876, but ended up in Auckland.  Did he have connections in Auckland?
 

The Ocean Mail was a very well-known vessel in New Zealand waters.
Image of it foundering in the Chathams on the return voyage in March 1877

Whatever his reasons, the first record for him I have in Auckland is from 1880 when he 
was employed by the Customs office and had been called to testify at a trial for theft of 
spirits from a visiting vessel. At the end of the year he resigned from the service and 
purchased a grocery business, already in existence. The transfer from A. (probably 
Andrew) Joughin took place on 3 December and thereafter Mark, and upon his death 
Sarah, his wife, turned the business into a very fashionable grocery.  

The shop was essentially in the same position just below the junction of Parnell Rise 
(then Manukau Road) and St Stephen’s Avenue from the time he purchased it through to 
the 1920s, when a new building was constructed a few doors down the rise. This 
historic corner of Parnell has been connected with the family ever since. Today the “new” 
1923 building is dived into two, one half contains a hairdressing salon; in 2003 the then 
owner gave me photos and much information about commercial Parnell at the turn of 
the twentieth century.

The family from whom the business was purchased was also Methodist and the previous 
owner most likely knew Mark through the church. Mark, a prohibitionist and temperance 
worker himself, possibly also had met another Joughin - the Rev. Thomas Alfred Joughin 
who was prominent in the prohibitionist movement for some decades after his arrival in 
New Zealand in 1880.
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So we do know that Mark was active in the church and church business and policy.  He 
probably met his future wife, Sarah Ann Adlington through the Parnell Wesleyan church 
in Newmarket (now gone) and would have known at least one of the Robert Adlingtons, 
probably the son, who is also recorded as being a grocer in the late 1870s-early 1880s 
in Parnell. 
Sarah Ann Adlington was the eldest child of Robert Adlington and Susan Price.  Born in 
Bassingham, Lincolnshire in May 1857, she was 10 years old when the family emigrated, 
probably the only child who recalled much of her life in England before they left. There 
are virtually no records for her in Auckland, unlike her brothers and sisters for whom 
there are many Methodist church records. Yet Sarah will also have been a practising 
Methodist, though her children, and especially her boys, later were not. She was a very 
elegant woman, tall for the time, with a mass of curly hair, unfortunately not inherited 
much beyond her generation.

The only photos we have of her as a young child are found earlier in this record.

In early March 1881 Mark married Sarah at the Adlington family home in Franklin Road. 
This is a long road that goes from Ponsonby down to Victoria Park in Freemans Bay. 
Witnesses to the marriage were Sarah Ann’s brother, Robert Jonathan, and sister, 
Margaret, both living at home in Franklin Road. The officiating Wesleyan minister was 
Thomas Hodgson.

The marriage was reported in the Auckland Star of 10 March 1881.

MARRIOTT-ADLINGTON.-On March 2, at the residence of the bride's father, Franklin Road, by Rev. 
T. Hodgson, Mark Marriott, late of H.M.C, to Sarah Ann, eldest daughter of Robert Adlington of 
Auckland.

HMC is Her Majesty’s Customs, from which he had resigned prior to purchasing the 
grocery business that bore his name.

According to advertisements of the time, Mark seems to have offered more than simple 
grocery services.  He listed properties to let in the Parnell area on behalf of their owners, 
and sold tickets to various meetings and events – most of them religiously inclined, or 
to do with liquor licensing and prohibition.  He was elected to the Parnell Borough 
Council on a Temperance team ticket in May 1886 but resigned at the end of the same 
year, presumably because he had been elected to the Parnell District Licensing 
Committee, a two year appointment that he would no doubt have renewed had it not 
been for seriously declining health.
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Ethel, George and Fred about 1889 
taken before their father’s death

There is an interesting account of the life of one James Smith in the New Zealand Grocer 
of 7 October 1946 that describes working for the former owner and later for Mark and 
Sarah Ann after Mark purchased the business. Smith, then a young boy, basically “was 
sold with the business” and lived in with the Marriotts during the week for some years. 
He described his new master as “not being a grocer,” so Mark’s purchase was obviously 
an investment in a new profession, with a steep learning curve, but one that ultimately 
proved timely. 

Mark was in very poor health, and had probably had TB for some years, possibly even 
before he emigrated. By the middle of 1889 advertisements for the business in the local 
press indicate that Sarah had already taken over direction well before he died in January 
1890, aged only 35. His will was probated very rapidly in February and Sarah, left with 
three young children and pregnant with a fourth, inherited everything. But even in his 
short lifetime the business expanded and prospered, with customers to whom regular 
deliveries were made throughout Parnell and into Remuera – initially on horseback!

Mark clearly took managing his business and staff seriously.  There is a letter to the 
editor of the Star extant in which he discusses another letter on the Early Closing Bill of 
1888:

Auckland Star 4 May 1888

EARLY CLOSING. 

Sir, — lt would, l am sure, interest many in the retail trade to know who the gentleman is who, in 
your excellent paper, under the signature of "Live and Let Live" endeavoured to excite public 
sympathy for us poor suburban shopkeepers, who, he is evidently very much afraid, are in danger 
of being compelled by law to leave the worry, anxiety and drudgery of ordinary shop-life an hour 
later than the great majority of other working men cease their daily toil. Probably he is not aware 
that the whole of the trade have through the untiring efforts of the Early Closing Committee been 
personally canvassed as to their views on this question, and that therefore, so far from that 
Committee doing anything inimical to our interests, they and those who are good enough to help 
them are doing just what we wish them to do ; and though our philanthropic friend  “Live and Let 
Live” seems to have a very evident foreboding of something very dreadful being in store for us if 
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we should over get what we wish for, I  for one am prepared to take the risk, and if we lose by the 
passing of the Early Closing Bill, well, then, I suppose someone else will gain, but that will not be 
the writer of the letter over the nom de plume, " Live and Let Live."

l am &c, M. Marriott, Parnell. 

After their marriage in 1881 the family “lived over the shop” on Manukau, now Parnell 
Road in part of what is a beautiful old heritage building near the top Sarah immediately 
becoming involved in the life of the business.  It was here that their children were born. 
Their first child, Alice Edith, died aged seven months in September 1882 and was 
buried in the Early Settlers Cemetery, now under the Grafton Street Bridge.  My 
grandfather, Frederick Robert, the elder boy was born in 1883, then another daughter 
Ethel in 1884, George Gladstone in 1886 and finally (Frances) Mabel in 1890, born 
three months after her father’s death. Mark was buried with the infant Alice in the same 
plot in the Grafton Cemetery.

Alice, must have been named for Mark’s eldest sister Alice Mary, but the Edith will have 
been for Sarah’s youngest sister. The baby’s death was reported in the Star:

Auckland Star 26 October 1882

Death
MARRIOTT: At Parnell, on October 24th, Alice Edith, infant daughter of Mark and Sarah 
Marriott aged 7 months

All the other children’s names are found elsewhere in both families, though the 
Gladstone must have been in admiration for the English politician (1809-1898), 
variously prime minister between 1868 and 1894 and a towering figure in British 19th 
century politics. Though a high Tory, he was also a supporter of emancipation of slvery, 
workers’ rights and tax reform. His insistence on the expansion the franchise to all 
qualifying men would have appealed to the egalitarian non-conformist Christian Marriott 
and Adlington families, though it is doubtful some of them, especially Robert Jonathan, 
would have also supported women’s franchise. 

Only George and Mabel’s birth announcements have shown up in the on-line press.

Auckland Star 30 January 1886
MARRIOTT: On January 5 at Parnell, the wife of Mr M. Marriott, grocer, of a son. 

Auckland Star, 19 April

MARRIOTT: On April 2, at her residence, Parnell, the widow of the late Mark Marriott of a daughter. 

With Mark’s death, the futures of the young Marriott family became inextricably linked 
with Sarah’s Adlington family and particularly with her brother Robert Jonathan who 
became their surrogate father and pater familias. He exercised a profound and not 
always benign, influence over their lives, especially that of the two boys.
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Sarah (right) with her children in about 1898
Fred, Mabel, Ethel and George

Sarah was a most unusual woman for the time and particularly business astute. She 
probably had no choice.  The Marriott money was in the business; she had four young 
children and needed an income. She appointed a manager to run daily operations, but 
retained overall control.  James Smith records how, when he was old enough, she passed 
the management on to him and together they ran and expanded the company.  In 1899 
she offered him a partnership, which he accepted.  She also enabled him to complete 
what had been a truncated education. 

The business became renowned in Parnell/Newmarket as somewhere where you could 
acquire all sorts of imported luxuries like Peak Frean biscuits, Southwell’s jams and 
preserves, Kohler chocolate and specialty cheeses from the UK and France.  The 
premises were expanded in 1903 to occupy most of the ground floor of the building, a 
new partner was acquired and the business became known as Mr Marriott and Co, The 
Pioneers Grocers. Strangely, they did not take an entry in the Auckland Provincial 
Cyclopedia of 1902, a vanity and essentially advertising publication for which those 
listed had to pay. The Auckland edition was published in 1902. Three or four other city 
grocers did however pay for space.
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Parnell Rise in 1907 just below the Marriott business

From about 1909, with her family growing up, Sarah Ann took over the management of 
the business herself and began its expansion in Auckland. At the same time she clearly 
had considerable support from her family, particularly from her mother. Between 1912 
and 1929, she, and later her son Jack, opened branch stores in Newmarket on Broadway, 
Queen Street and south down the Great South Road from Newmarket. 

By 1908 she had moved the family to ”Onetipo”, a house on Birdwood Crescent (then 
called Hobson Park Road) behind the original premises.  On it, near the Parnell Road 
junction down Parnell Rise, is the Knox Presbyterian Church in which, despite being 
Methodists, at least two of the children were married. It may have been that the Parnell 
Wesleyan church had merged with the city church by this date, but I have been unable to 
find anything about it – not even an address.

The family remained in Birdwood Crescent until about the start of the First World War in 
1914, when she, with her unmarried daughter, very short-sighted Mabel, moved to the 
Adlington family home that had been recently built in Aratonga Avenue in Epsom. Why 
the move?  Most probably because at this point she had chosen to retire from day to day 
operation of the business, she was 57, her mother was ageing and the business mantle 
was passing to her children’s generation. She continued to live at Aratonga Avenue (her 
mother died there in 1919) very much the family matriarch, until her own death in 1939. 
Her son Jack and his wife moved into the Birdwood Crescent house.
.
Fred inserted this notice of his mother’s death in the Evening Post of 21 September 
1939

MARRIOTT.—On September 21, 1939, at her late residence, Auckland, Sarah Ann, beloved mother 
of F. R. Marriott, Highland Park, Wellington.

There will no doubt also be an obituary of some length in the Auckland papers.
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Marriott and Company at the top of Parnell Rise, 
then Manukau Road,1914

Marriotts Limited building on Parnell Rise in 2008
built by Mark and Sarah’s second son, George about 1923
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Mark and Sarah’s Children, the Next Generation

George Gladstone

George was the younger of the two boys, three years younger than my grandfather but it 
was he who assumed control of the family business and was responsible for expanding 
it in Auckland (I think there was also a branch in Hamilton.) Like his brother and older 
sister he also married in 1911, Ella Rosina Grace Hutchison, and they had two boys, 
John Adlington (Jack) in 1912 and George Rex (Rex) in 1918. 

It was George who moved the Parnell grocery business to a building that he had 
constructed in about 1923 – Marrriotts Limited that is still there today, now split into 
two shops, one of which is a hairdresser’s.  Gerald, who owned the hairdressing salon 
until 2007, has researched the building’s history extensively and has an amazing 
collection of photos of the top of Parnell from its earliest days.  George and his family 
moved to 12 Birdwood Crescent, most probably “Onetipo,” his mother’s home on the 
loop road behind the first shop at about the time Sarah moved to Aratonga Avenue.  

An excellent businessman, like his mother before him, George became a very wealthy 
man and where the family lived reflected this.  By the mid-1920s they had moved to 8 
Roslyn Avenue (now Entrican Avenue) and later to 2 Waiata Avenue, just off Victoria Road 
in Remuera. In the early 1940s they built a large house in Paritai Drive in Orakei, with 
spectacular views of the harbour. Number 30, the house remains intact today, though 
with a rather ugly modification at the front. They only lived there for a few years and 
then George retired.  They moved to Balmoral to Thorley Street (between Dominion and 
Mt Eden Roads, south of Balmoral) Road) during the war.  

Ella died in 1952 and George in 1956.
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30 Paritai Drive, Orakei in 2011

Their son Jack took over the family business and finally was bought out by the Four 
Square grocery chain in, I think, the mid 1950s. 

He and his wife Kathleen Moulden Stokes, who remained friends with my mother all 
their lives, lived on the North Shore of Auckland in Milford in Holiday Road, right on the 
beach.  I can just recall visiting them there in the early 1950s.  Kathleen died in 1985 
and Jack in 1987. They were married in 1939 and had at least one child – a daughter 
Christina – and two others, whose names I do not know.
 
Rex, a major in the 6th Battalion, 7th Rajput Regiment of the Indian Army, was killed in 
Burma towards the end of the Second World War on 22 February 1945 and is 
commemorated on the Rangoon Memorial in the Taukkyan War Cemetery outside 
Rangoon. He may also have been buried there. He was only 26 and very much the 
favourite in the extended family.  It is intriguing to think that he quite probably knew my 
stepfather, Hugo Hinds, similarly a major in the Indian Army.

He went to Remuera primary School and Auckland Grammar, where he played rugby and 
was a good track athlete. He also had enlisted in the New Zealand Scottish Regiment 
prior to the war and held a commission that he resigned when he transferred to the 
Second NZEF. He was re-commissioned at the army school in Trentham before leaving 
for India, entered the staff college at Belgaun and was posted second lieutenant to the 
North West Frontier on 5 July 1941.

He was then almost immediately one of 15 New Zealanders selected for special training 
at the Staff College in Deolali and following the course was promoted captain in October, 
and promoted major two years later in January 1944.
 
A note in the New Zealand Herald of 22 January 1944 records announces the promotion:

Advice has been received by Mr and Mrs G.G. Marriott of 8 Thorley St., Mount Eden, that 
their youngest son, Captain G.R. Marriott has been promoted to the rank of Major in the 
Indian Army.

Prior to enlisting during the war he was employed as a clerk in the trust branch of the 
New Zealand Insurance Company and lived at home with his parents in Waiata Avenue. 
His obituary is in The New Zealand Herald of 9 March 1945.

Rex in Burma about 1941. He was 
killed in early 1945 in the lead-up to 
the push down the Irawaddy River to 
recapture Rangoon.

His name is recorded on the World War II Roll of Honour in the Auckland Officers' Club, 
until 2007 in Edgerley Road, Newmarket, but now transferred to the Northern Club on 
Princes Street.
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Three generations of Adlington 
Marriotts

at Aratonga Avenue 1918

Back: George and Fred Marriott 
brothers
Middle: Sarah Ann, Susan, with Rex, 
Ethel (Marriott) Spiller
Front: Jack Marriott, Shirley Marriott, 
Deryck Spiller

Extended Adlington Marriott Family 1918 at Aratonga Avenue

Back row: George, Madge, Adolphus Spiller, Fred
Middle row: Sarah Ann, Mabel Marriott, Susan, Ethel Spiller, Ella Rosina Marriott 

with Rex
Front row: Jack, Shirley, Deryck
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Frederick Robert  Marriott 
and

Margaret Mary Hardy

My grandparents

Wedding Day 15 November 1911
Bridesmaids are Selina Hardy (left) Mabel Marriott (right)
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Frederick Robert Marriott and Margaret Mary Hardy

My grandfather was Frederick Robert Marriott, in a certain sense the rebel child of the 
family.  The eldest surviving child he was born in April 1883, he was not quite seven 
when his father died.  He was the apple of his mother and grandmother’s eyes, an 
indulged, good-looking scamp of a boy, who endlessly ran the gamut of his Adlington 
uncle Robert Jonathan’s disapprobation.  In a staunchly Methodist family he displayed 
little interest in religion and, as a young man, was more attracted by sport, theatricals, 
photography (a major interest - large numbers of his photos survive), horse racing, 
travel, gambling and the social scene than in settling down as a solid family man, 
suitably employed, holding the same respectable position in the church of his 
grandfather, father and uncle before him.

He also had no interest in the family business, feeling that “trade” was beneath him.  It 
was his younger brother, George and later his son Jack, who took over Marriotts, 
expanded it further, sold out to Four Square in the 1950s and retired very wealthy men. 
Fred flouted every moral and religious standard that would have been expected of his 
staid Adlington upbringing and was, unquestionably, a sore disappointment to his 
overpoweringly dour, respectable uncle.

We haven’t much information on his education, but he attended what is now Auckland 
Grammar when it was still in Symonds Street, where he was an average student, but a 
good sportsman.  At one point he held the New Zealand schoolboy record for the 100 
yards in track and field and played both football and cricket. Among surviving photos 
from his childhood is one of him, aged about 10-12 in a championship soccer team. 

Fred, second from right, back row aged about 11 
he was a slight, fine-boned child

Dragooned to Sunday school he also achieved a few Sunday School certificates – third 
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class only - from the Wesleyan church in Parnell, was a member of the children’s 
temperance Band of Hope, which he later denounced as a load of rubbish, and, as late 
as 1899, participated in anything that constituted a performance at the church.  He was 
a keen amateur actor and singer and with a good light baritone voice. He was both a 
smoker and a drinker in defiance of everything his obnoxious uncle, Robert Jonathan, 
stood for. Fred said of him that he was a thorough-going bigoted bully. But 
notwithstanding his defiance, Fred was the favourite child and grandchild of his mother 
Sarah and grandmother, Susan.
How he was to earn a living once he left school proved to be a family dilemma. In 
response to what the family perceived to be his “artistic” bent and because he needed to 
have a job, his uncle, in 1901 arranged that he be apprenticed to Pascoes Jewellers in 
Newmarket as a watchmaker and jeweller.  He loathed the whole concept; it was almost 
as bad as working in the family business. But he stuck with it for a few years because he 
need more money than his mother could slip him. 

By 1900 he owned his own business, F. R Marriott, Watchmaker and Jeweller in Parnell, 
financed by his mother, but he sold out in October 1902, and moved to Waihi to escape 
further family opprobrium.  He certainly was there in 1905, working as a watchmaker, 
but it’s not at all clear whether he was working on his own account or for another. It 
certainly was an odd place for a very citified, gentrified young man to fetch up, but there 
was money to made there, even as the gold fever waned, and Fred always needed 
money. 

It was also in Waihi that he first met the Hardy brothers, Charlie and later Hugh.  Their 
father was a coal merchant who ran a large carrier business between the Bay of Plenty 
and Auckland. Charlie was, from time to time, based in Waihi, half-way in between, as 
the company agent.

Frederick Robert about 1905

It was almost certainly Charlie who introduced Fred to his sister Margaret Mary, his 
future wife at the time they were both living and working in Waihi. She was an 
elementary school teacher who taught in a number of Bay of Plenty schools - Tauranga, 
Karangahake near Waihi and in Opotiki.  He courted her for several years. At Christmas 



16

1910 he sent her a post card with a photo of his grandmother on it – on the front he 
notes that Susan was 81.

On the reverse he writes:

Dear Madge,

Grandma ask me to send this post card to you with her very best love and wishes for a 
Happy Xmas and New Year, and hopes to see you very soon.  I have just received your 
letter of 16th and I am glad to know that school is over for this year. Fond love, Fred.
 

Fred’s postcard to Madge Christmas 1910

Fred and Madge were married in Knox Presbyterian Church in Birdwood Crescent, 
Parnell, just around the corner from the first Marriott and Company shop, in November 
1911. He was 28, she 27. On Margaret Mary’s mother’s side, the McInneses were 
Presbyterian, and although the Tauranga Hardys were for the most part Methodists, the 
decision about where to marry will have been made by Margaret Mary – and Fred 
wouldn’t have cared.

By the time of his marriage Fred had extricated himself from the watch and jewellery 
trade that had bored him silly from the start and taken a position with the Sharlands 
pharmaceutical and chemical manufacturing company as a travelling salesman. Many in 
his family in his and subsequent generations were manufacturers’ agents and travelling 
salesman. It was a respectable profession for middle class men, especially if they had 
not attended university. 
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Knox Presbyterian Church, Parnell 
today

Fred and Madge were married in Knox 
in November 1911. Part of  the 1906 

hall is shadowed to the left

Sharlands had a large operation in Manurewa in the street that is today named for them 
-Sharland Avenue.

He remained with the company until about 1916, may have had a short stint working in 
the family grocery while looking for the next opportunity, and then in about 1918 an 
English company Quelch and Gamble (my mother’s recollection of the name) offered him 
a position setting up an importing and distribution business. The company had been 
established in Auckland to import and distribute perfumes and cosmetics carried by 
Henry Quelch of the US and possibly Procter and Gamble, but in the absence of any 
record for Quelch and Gamble, I can’t be sure the name is absolutely correct. 

He remained in importing and distribution for the rest of his life, initially in Auckland 
where his first office was in the Wrights Buildings in Fort Street, and then in the early 
1920’s Marriott and Company with offices at 54-56 Broadway in Newmarket. This was 
very close to the big roundabout and slightly north of the Olympic Pool on the opposite 
side of the road. 

In about 1919-1920 the two companies for whom he was New Zealand agent, Quelch 
and Gamble and Bourjois et Cie, combined. Fred moved the business to Wellington in 
1925 where he established another business, F. R. Marriott and Company in 
Customhouse Quay at the bottom of Willis Street in the A and J Young Building.  He had 
an entire floor as showroom from where he distributed high-end perfumes and 
cosmetics, including Bourjois’ Soir de Paris, one of the most popular perfumes of its 
day, developed in 1928 by Ernest Beaux (who also created Chanel #5,) as well as 
Quelch’s Ashes of Roses, Violets, Carnations, Lilies etc. 
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He advertised extensively in the Evening Post and Truth between 1925 and 1929 and 
even into 1931, by which time luxury business was becoming difficult. Typical of the 
advertisements that he placed in the newspapers are the ones below for Ashes of Roses 
from 1927 and the Soir de Paris from 1931. I can vividly recall the blue bottles of Soir de 
Paris from my childhood.  Even in retirement and as late as the 1950s, Fred always had 
plenty around their house in Cambridge as and my mother’s dressing table was rarely 
without one of the blue bottles.

Mr. Quelch, the UK-based company principal visited New Zealand in the summer of 
1928-1929. The visit was a huge social success and Fred looked to be flying high. My 
mother recalled parties, picnics and visits to the theatre. But with the onset of the 
Depression, the market for luxury goods was hit extremely hard and the international 
companies with whom Fred had contracts retrenched their New Zealand arms to indent 
rather than import. The New Zealand arm was closed in late 1933 and Fred was sent to 
Sydney in 1934 to try to salvage the Australian agency.  When this, too, failed Fred and 
Madge were forced to return to New Zealand just prior to the second war.
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Fred never owned a house and the couple lived in rental properties all their lives. After 
their marriage they lived in Hobson Place off upper Hobson Street, then The Glen in 
Remuera. From late 1913 they were based in New Plymouth for several years; their only 
child, my mother, Shirley was born there in April 1914. 

When they returned to Auckland in 1917, Fred is listed on the military conscription roll 
as living at “Tatton,” MacMurray Road, a street of rather grand houses on Mt Hobson 
close to Newmarket and, today, the motorway - now largely medical offices. 

They then rented a large house at 33 St Georges’ Bay Road in Parnell, close to Fred’s 
brother and family who lived in Birdwood Crescent and the original grocery shop. By the 
early 1920’s they were renting a similarly large house in Momona Crescent, in Epsom, 
just behind the Adlington home in Aratonga Avenue where they remained until Fred’s 
business transferred to Wellington.
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The Momona Crescent house in 2004, little changed

In Wellington they initially lived in the Blytheswood Flats in Able Smith Street and later 
variously on Oriental Parade, Burrows Avenue in Karori, Glen Road in Kelburn, Kenya 
Street in Ngaio and McDonald Crescent at the top of Willis Street.  They never remained 
anywhere for long, their style adjusting according to the amount of disposable income 
Fred had at the time.

Fred about 1920 Fred about 1940
After their return from Australia they lived briefly with their daughter Shirley and 
husband in Seatoun Heights Road in Wellington, not a happy time for anyone because 
my grandmother loathed my father and the feeling was reciprocal! They then moved to 
Sefton Street in Wadestown -  Highland Park according to the notice Fred inserted in the 
Evening Post upon his mother’s death in September 1939 -  and by 1942, Ellice Street 
near the Basin Reserve on Mount Victoria. Then for several years they lived in Napier 
(about 1943-1945) where Fred had taken a distributor’s position with Sharlands (Q-Tol 
was one of the main brands he distributed) as their Hawkes Bay-Tauranga-Rotorua 
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representative. He and Madge settled in Cambridge about 1945-1946, where he 
ultimately retired.  He had a slight stroke in the late 1940s and died in 1951.  

Madge died in Rotorua, where we were then living, just before Christmas in 1955. She 
had been a semi-invalid, most of her adult life, with a chronic cough that she attributed 
to getting out of her sick bed in 1926 to see Anna Pavlova on her only visit to New 
Zealand. She developed pneumonia and pleurisy and was very ill for weeks.

23 Princes Street, Cambridge, Fred and Madge’s final home, today
renamed and numbered 27 Princess Street


