
The life and Times of William Charles McIntosh Jaffrey

Williams’s birth certificate gives his full name and shows that he was born at 7pm on the 
4th of July 1884. 
 His mother was Isabella Jaffrey and his father unknown The address given is Hatton near 
Oyne Aberdeenshire the farm of his grandparents His mother left him there in their care 
and that of her sister Elspet whilst she went back to work as a domestic servant.
When William was rising eleven, his luck ran out. Firstly his grandmother died to be 
followed shortly by his aunt and then the old man. He afterwards told his daughter 
Clarice that life was miserable he was on the parish and looked after by relatives
Be that as it may his mother had subsequently married and it seems clear that they were 
unable or unwilling to take him in 
He also recollected that the Presbyterian Minister the Rev Brown found a work place for 
him with a farmer called Wildgoose However this period of his life working on the farm 
or farms is rather lost to us
  
Sometime after the turn of the century he decided to try his luck in Australia 
He worked at first, again with horses and as a powder monkey on a mammoth project the 
construction of the Burrinjuck irrigation dam known locally as the “Barren Jack”. He 
found the conditions too hot for him and suffering from sunburn he decided to move on 
to New Zealand (Incidentally because of the outbreak of the World War this project was 
severely checked and not finally completed until 1927)
En-route he became friendly with a man going to Riverlea, Kaponga who was on a visit 
to Bill Gardener and he accepted a farm job there He stayed on and eventually purchased 
his own farm in Eltham Road However events were overtaken by the war and William 
decided to enlist and was sent off to serve in France leaving his property to be cared for 
by neighbours Mr and Mrs Donald. On his enlistment papers he gave Mrs Donald as his 
next of kin, relationship- Friend 
He survived the war and made one last visit to Oyne staying a few days with a relative by 
the name of Ross before returning to New Zealand.  It is not quite clear exactly what 
happened to his farm during his absence, there was talk of underhand dealing, but the 
upshot saw him losing the property and having to start again He leased a farm for a time 
before purchasing another at Upper Mangawhero Road on the southern slopes of Mount 
Egmont
On the 8th of July 1919 he married a girl called Ivy Holmes whose parents were of 
German descent and who adopted the name Holmes because of the climate of that time  
Their first task was to clear the land of native bush and turn it to pasture for dairy farming
William and Ivy raised a family of four children the fifth and youngest having died in 
infancy. They celebrated their golden wedding in July 1969. At age 84 he had a fall from 
his favourite horse and suffered a broken pelvis. It was said that he never really recovered 
and he died in 1973 survived by his wife and four children plus eight grandchildren 
Time like an ever-rolling stream bears all its sons away. Ivy died in Feb 1979 and when 
his daughter Mary followed, her husband left to go into sheltered accommodation.  It was 
at this point that the old photos from his days in Scotland came to light and are enclosed.
So what manner of man was William McIntosh Jaffrey? He became estranged from his 
family in Scotland and changed his name, dropping the surname Jaffrey He raised his 



New Zealand family in the belief that he had no other living relatives 
He was undoubtedly a very hard worker and successful especially considering his hardy 
start  I think he became embittered and perhaps rather reclusive and not very sociable 
It must have come as a shock when in 1962, I turned up on his doorstep with my mother 
(his half sister) and both his half brothers in tow. Whatever I had in mind came to nothing 
He did not appear and the woman who did showed us the door. It was a sad moment and I 
regret that no further attempt at reconciliation ever presented itself
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