
Joseph Goddard of Monks Kirby
Abt 1700 to 1777

The earliest Goddard ancestor I have been able to trace with any certainty is Joseph who 
lived most of his life and died in the parish of Monks Kirby Warwickshire

The village of Monks Kirby lies about 7 miles North of Rugby  A Benedictine priory was 
built there in 1077 and gave the Parish its name  It is the largest  parish in the North-
eastern portion of the county and its church is correspondingly large

The Stately home of Newnham Paddox was nearby, home of the Feilding family and seat 
of the Earls of Denbigh from the 15th century.  The Feildings were distinguished in 
military service. There is a plan of the seating of the church dated 1702 showing the pews 
of the Earls family and also of Sir Francis Skipworth from nearby Newbold Revel.  
Names of pew holders of lesser rank are also shown but no mention of Goddards and I 
imagine they were included in the “servants and labourers” at the back of the church  
Monks Kirby is in the Diocese of Litchfield and is closely linked with the parishes of 
Withybrook and Shilton 
Having set the scene I have neither baptism nor wedding dates for Joseph Goddard but 
working  from the date on his certificate of settlement (1722) and already married I 
would say he was born about 1700  
This document dated 1722 and held in the Warwick public office mentions Joseph and his 
wife Mathew as having a "settlement" in Monks Kirby (copy attached) This appears to be 
addressed to the parish authority in nearby Churchover and may cover a removal between 
parishes There is no explanation for his wife's name although later documents refer to her 
as Martha  
What do we know of Joseph then? He lived in a cottage owned by the Earl of Denbigh 
and he lived there for 26 years  paying a rent of 5/s per annum with the estate responsible 
for the provision of materials for repairs  As we know Joseph had a “settlement” in the 
parish of Monks Kirby whereby if times were hard he could apply for parish relief   A 
search through the Overseers of the Poor Accounts reveals that on several occasions he 
and Martha were given relief and indeed in their later years they appears to have become 
dependent  They also benefitted rather more generously from another account that known 
as "Widow Stearns" a bequest made by her for the benefit of the parish poor and 
administered by the Overseers 
 Living in an estate cottage it is entirely probable that Joseph worked for the Earl from 
time to time The estate was re landscaped from the year 1745 to 1753 (You guessed it:- 
“Capability” Brown,) and the house was pulled down starting in 1754 and a new one 
built by 1758 so providing employment for local craftsmen and labourers
The Newnham Paddox building book gives some examples “Alterations to the canal, 
labourers £109-12-0” and “Small beer for workers £22-0-0”
Joseph died on the 27th April 1777 and Martha lived on until Dec 1779



It is important to the understanding of the life and times of the Goddard family to know 
about “Settlement” and parish relief  The poor laws date back to the time of Elizabeth the 
1st and the Act of 1597.  This Act made the Poor laws the business of the Parishes 
enabling them to levy a rate from those who could afford it. The collection of the rate was 
the duty of an Overseer who also gave relief to those in need either in money or in kind 
A large number of people in the country led a precarious existence and were very hand to 
mouth  An accident or illness could cause the family to become dependent on poor relief 
even if only temporarily Over the years changes and modifications took place and in 
1662 an Act of Settlement was passed.  Settlement is perhaps best defined by Chambers 
dictionary in this context “Settlement---residence in a parish or other claim for poor relief 
in case of becoming destitute”. In a noteworthy case during the agricultural depression of 
1795 a group of magistrates in Speenhamland in Berkshire ruled that relief should be 
linked to the price of bread. This ruling was widely adopted 

In Warwickshire certificates of settlement were required showing which parish was liable 
These were kept in the parish chest first authorised by law in 1552 to hold the alms for 
the poor and requiring three locks, and later used for storing parish records and in our 
case also the settlement certificates The parish chest for Monks Kirby is presently kept 
within St Ediths Church and strangely has only two locks 
The Overseers gradually gave way to Justices of the Peace but basically the system 
remained unchanged until the Victorians got to it and introduced the dreaded Workhouse 
or indoor relief

William Goddard

1735 to 1808

Joseph’s son William was indentured as an apprentice to farmer and bricklayer Thomas 
Laxon for 6 years in the sum of 1/s to learn the trade and art of bricklaying having 
previously worked for him in husbandry  A certificate of baptism has been found for 
William and the date taken from another source in a letter written by the vicar of Monks 
Kirby in Dec 1810 is not quite correct  It was normal for apprenticeships to start at 14 
years of age but  William seems to have started later  However six months before his term 
was up in Oct 1759 he left to marry Martha Tuckey and checking on the birth of their first 
child in March the following year we may guess at the reason. I believe he completed his 
apprenticeship although not lodging with his master during the last period ( A copy of his 
Indenture is attached)
When his father Joseph died in 1777 William applied to take over the tenancy of the 
cottage at an unchanged rental of 5/s per annum his lordship supplying materials for 
repairs.
Additionally it is believed that William was given the sawpit alongside on condition he 
turned the land into a garden and repaired (or demolished) a dwelling nearby.  Included in 
the deal was an elm tree It is possible that William also worked for the Earl as a 
bricklayer
Again from the building book and under the heading “Expenses of new kitchen garden 
1770 –72  P’d  Godherd for pointing £2-16-4” Then in June 27th 1772 “P’d Godherd for 



new wall for melon ground £7-0-11”
William it seemed had a legal Settlement in Withybrook although he was “of Monks 
Kirby”( Again a copy is attached )
It is possible that William applied for poor relief from time to time during periods of 
scarcity and small pox but I have no evidence of such except as provided by later events 

John Goddard

1771 –unknown

William’s youngest son John lived all his life in Monks Kirby He married Hanna Wight 
or Wright in 1793 and they proceeded to have a large family
 On or about 1810 one of the Goddard  family applied to the parish for relief   John had 
no settlement  in his own right  This led to some disagreement as to which parish was 
liable. The Reverend Podmore vicar of Monks Kirby intervened  It seems clear from later 
events that he muddled two brothers, naming John when he meant Joseph  He wrote to a 
barrister in London setting out the facts of the case as he knew them and covering three 
generations of Goddards seeking a legal opinion 
He ended as follows “The parish of Monks Kirby request your opinion on whether the 
pauper John Goddard on the above statement is now legally settled in the parish of 
Withybrook or the parish of Monks Kirby”
The barrister Mr Reader replied at length from his chambers in the Temple citing various 
precedents but his answer was straight forward enough,” I am of the opinion, if the facts 
stated can be proved, that the pauper John Goddard is settled in the parish of Withybrook 
his father William having gained a settlement there both by his service in husbandry for 
more than a year with Thomas Laxton and by his subsequent service under the indenture 
of apprenticeship”
There I think the matter should have rested and perhaps it did for a time.  A ruling or 
Order of some kind was apparently made against Withybrook parish (no record has been 
found.)  However a trial of Appeal against the Order was arranged at Tho' a Beckett 
Sessions Warwick in 1811
Withybrook are the Appellants represented by Mr Reader and Shilton Parish are 
Respondents (don’t ask, I don’t know how they got into it except that Joseph was born 
there)  
Prior to the trial various players in this drama write to the vicar of Monks Kirby stressing 
various points and three of these letters have survived and I have made transcripts 
The minutes of the trial of appeal held on 17th July 1811 on Goddard settlement have also 
survived, and clearly the Clerk of the court is struggling to keep up (me too) The "pauper" 
claiming relief turns out to be William son of Joseph and grandson of our origional 
William  It does not concern John Goddard and his son William as we had supposed from 
the Rev Podmore' letter 
Suffice to say William cannot appear himself since he is under 21 and his wife Mary 



appears on his behalf and is the first witness  
A number of witnesses follow her and a great deal we did not know previously about the 
life and times of the Goddard family comes to light and there is much argument about 
certificates of settlement which are either damaged or incomplete 
After the Respondents have completed their case and only one witness for the Appellants 
has been heard, Mr Reader gives up the case and the minutes end with the words “Order 
Confirmed “
It would appear that the parish of Withybrook had to stump up
Following this digression I can now return to John Goddard
 From the marriage entry in the Monks Kirby register it appears that neither John nor his 
bride Hanna were able to write and they put their marks to the document  However the 
witness Robert Wright signs his name and I am inclined to believe that Hanna's surname 
is Wright and Robert is her brother
I have no proof that John followed his father in the bricklaying trade but since the next 
generation are all bricklayers it seems likely    
A search of the parish records for the death and burial of John have not yielded any result 

William Goddard 
1795-1856 

William Goddard continued in the family tradition as a bricklayer and stone mason 
although he moved to the nearby parish of Harborough Magna   He married Elizabeth 
West a dressmaker in Jan 1816 and they had 9 children together When the children were 
baptised he is listed as a mason 
  In tracing his life the Census records (starting in 1841) come to our rescue and his 
occupation and abode are therefore recorded in both 1841 and 1851 His address in 1851 
was Rectory House Harborough Magna  I also conclude from the fact that he has a 
memorial headstone in the church yard of All Saints' Church that he was more prosperous 
than his forefathers   The headstone bears the insignia of the Freemasons and his is the 
only name thereon so I conclude that he may have been an important member of his 
lodge and that the brethern so honoured his passing 
We follow the family line through his son John Goddard 

John Goddard 
1817- bef 1881

John married Sarah Bartlett Hall thus introducing the name Hall into the family  At some 
point they moved from Harborough Magna to Rugby and John listed his occupation as 
bricklayer.  They had 6 children together  From a family history aspect the Harborough 
Magna registers benefit from having a very good vicar who added little extra bits of 
information as he went  Consider the child Thomas who died in infancy (Aug 1845) He 
notes that Thomas was received into the church and baptised by the Rev Wm Kennedy 
one of the masters of Rugby school  This helps us to locate the family within their 
historical perspective   There is also a mention of John's second marriage against the 
baptism of one of the children   This important item could otherwise have been missed  
Since John and his family are recorded throughout in the Anglican church records it 



seems fair to conclude that they had not at this stage transferred to the Methodist faith 
and this may well have happened with the next generation 
   When Sarah died at a comparatively young age John remarried and he and his new wife 
Mary Cooper went on to produce 7 more children. I have no death for John but as he does 
not appear on the 1881 Census I can only assume he died before that date. Mary does 
however appear on the 1881 Census in Harborough Magna as a widow, head of 
household age 50 born Dunton Bassett Leicester occupation Charwoman With her are 
three of the youngest children, Edward age 16 working as a farm labourer, Evelyn age 11 
scholar and Joseph age 9 also a scholar all born Harborough Magna 
Again we follow the line of descent from his first marriage through his son George Hall 
Goddard 

George Hall Goddard 
1842-1917

In 1881 George is living in Hucknall occupation Bricklayer on his own account age 38 
with his wife Catherine (nee Vardy) age 40  It is a second marriage for Catherine her 
previous husband being Robert Chapman.  If George too had been married before I have 
not found any record  The Vardys were coal miners  By the time of the 1901 Census the 
family are living at Blackwell Road  and both sons, Joe age 23 and William age19, are 
also bricklayers on their own account
Family legend has it that Catherine insisted on the name Joe, if the boy was baptised 
Joseph and nicknamed Joe she would have him Joe from the outset

Joe Hall Goddard 
1878-1964

 Joe started working down the pit at age 11, later to join his father on colliery 
maintenance and thus into housebuilding and eventually owned his own business as an 
estate agent in Worksop  He married Annie Elizabeth Adlington in Oct 1904 almost 
exactly one hundred years ago and they had four children 
This brief summary brings us within living memory and nearly up to date 
The records do not permit our knowing anything much about the ancestors before 1700 
although there are fragments from earlier dates that I cannot link up
On 22nd Oct 1661 for exanple we have a baptism for William, son of William and 
Margaret Gothard in the parish of Churchover and a death of a William Gothard in 1658 
but thats about it
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